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Some students at The University of Tampa have been 
quarantining at the Barrymore Hotel, in accordance with 
UT’s quarantine procedures as outlined in the Spartan 
Shield Health Safety Plan. Although this is common 
knowledge for members of the UT community, guests 
staying at the Barrymore Hotel are not made aware of this at 
any point during their stay. 

“Oh wow okay, no I wasn’t [aware],” said Brandy Brown, 
a guest of the Barrymore Hotel, when told that UT students 
were quarantining at the hotel. “Most people, yeah, they’d 
probably want to be aware of something like that,” said 
Brown.

On the UT website under the “COVID-19 Frequently 
Asked Questions” section, it states, “If students need to 
quarantine in a residence hall, there are a number of rooms 

reserved for this purpose in Urso Hall and at the Barrymore 
Hotel.”

Although this is public information, as of Wednesday, 
Sept. 30, there are no statements pertaining to the isolation 
of UT students at the hotel on the Barrymore Hotel’s 
website. Additionally, there are no warnings during the 
process of booking a room online.

On Tuesday, Sept. 22, a Minaret reporter called the 
Barrymore Hotel to inquire about whether people were 
quarantining at the hotel. The employee who answered the 
phone said that, to their knowledge, “no.” The employee also 
stated that the staff doesn’t have access to medical records 
and that students come there for housing purposes only.

It’s unclear how many students have had to quarantine 
at the Barrymore Hotel. Jennifer Scaia, associate dean of 
Student Conduct, Orientation and Residence Life, could 
not provide a specific number of students who have had to 
isolate at the Barrymore Hotel specifically since the start of 
the Fall semester.

...read more on pages 4-5

“...five days into quarantine, I started to receive only one food bag 
per day instead of two. In the form, they state they’ll bring me food 
two to three times per day. That didn’t happen for the rest of my 
quarantine. I didn’t even bother to complain because the food wasn’t 
tasty; I had to order from UberEats most of the time.”

-Sophomore Matteo Herrera

by Mallory Culhaneby Mallory Culhane
& Ella Malmgren& Ella Malmgren

By Mallory Culhane & Ella Malmgren
Managing Editor, Staff Writer
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Some students at The University of Tampa have been 
quarantining at the Barrymore Hotel, in accordance with 
UT’s quarantine procedures as outlined in the Spartan 
Shield Health Safety Plan. Although this is common 
knowledge for members of the UT community, guests 
staying at the Barrymore Hotel are not made aware of this at 
any point during their stay. 

“Oh wow okay, no I wasn’t [aware],” said Brandy Brown, 
a guest of the Barrymore Hotel, when told that UT students 
were quarantining at the hotel. “Most people, yeah, they’d 

probably want to be aware of something like that,” said 
Brown.

On the UT website under the “COVID-19 Frequently 
Asked Questions” section, it states, “If students need to 
quarantine in a residence hall, there are a number of rooms 
reserved for this purpose in Urso Hall and at the Barrymore 
Hotel.”

Although this is public information, as of Wednesday, 
Sept. 30, there are no statements pertaining to the isolation 
of UT students at the hotel on the Barrymore Hotel’s 
website. Additionally, there are no warnings during the 
process %&$G%%94"D$+$2%%,$%"14"#=
!"$*0#/3+;5$[#-)=$FF5$+$C/$#5%2$2#-%2)#2$:+11#3$)6#$

L+22;,%2#$W%)#1$)%$4"c042#$+G%0)$(6#)6#2$-#%-1#$(#2#$
c0+2+")4"4"D$+)$)6#$6%)#1=$*6#$#,-1%;##$(6%$+"/(#2#3$)6#$
-6%"#$/+43$)6+)5$)%$)6#42$9"%(1#3D#5$S"%=T$*6#$#,-1%;##$

+1/%$/)+)#3$)6+)$)6#$/)+d$3%#/".)$6+8#$+::#//$)%$,#34:+1$
2#:%23/$+"3$)6+)$/)03#")/$:%,#$)6#2#$&%2$6%0/4"D$-02-%/#/$
%"1;=
O)./$0":1#+2$6%($,+";$/)03#")/$6+8#$6+3$)%$c0+2+")4"#$

+)$)6#$L+22;,%2#$W%)#1=$V#""4&#2$[:+4+5$+//%:4+)#$3#+"$%&$
[)03#")$I%"30:)5$!24#")+)4%"$+"3$7#/43#":#$P4&#5$:%013$
"%)$-2%843#$+$/-#:4A:$"0,G#2$%&$/)03#")/$(6%$6+8#$6+3$)%$
4/%1+)#$+)$)6#$L+22;,%2#$W%)#1$/-#:4A:+11;$/4":#$)6#$/)+2)$%&$
)6#$e+11$/#,#/)#2=

“A good faith estimate of the number of students in 
quarantine and isolation at any one point is the number of 
positive cases – reported for the most recent week on the 
COVID-19 University website – multiplied by 2.5,” said 
Scaia. According to this, for the week of Friday, Sept. 25, 
there could have been roughly 117 students quarantined, 
either in the Barrymore Hotel or Urso Hall. 
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Barrymore Guests Unaware of 
Students Quarantining 

“Imagine staying on a 
vacation and all of these 
kids could have COVID 
staying in your hotel.”

-Cady Nessralla
sophomore political science major

"That’s definitely 
something...that’s a lie 

right?"
-An anonymous guest
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The Barrymore Hotel has been in partnership with 
UT for over 20 years and has regularly been used as an 
on-campus housing facility. This year, however, there 
are no UT students living in the Barrymore Hotel full-
time, according to Scaia. 

Students quarantining at the Barrymore Hotel are 
allowed to leave their rooms from 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
each day to go outside for fresh air or pick up food 
or deliveries. This period of time is meant to provide 
students relief from their isolation rooms, but it poses a 
threat for guests in the vicinity of the hotel. 

Cady Nessralla, sophomore political science 
major who quarantined at the Barrymore Hotel the 
weekend of Saturday, Sept. 12, recalled that during 
their designated outside time, several students would 
congregate in hotel spaces. In a previous C/$#5%2'
interview from Friday, Sept. 11, she also commented 
that passing guests were not wearing masks around 
them. 

“When I went down to get food there was nobody in 
the elevator with me but there were a couple people in 
the lobby of the hotel and like none of the hotel guests 
wear masks, I haven’t seen any with masks on,” said 
Nessralla. “Imagine staying on a vacation and all of 
these kids could have COVID staying in your hotel.”

Hotel staff at the front desk appear to know that 
students are at the hotel to quarantine as well. 

“One day I was asking for new towels and I called 
[the front desk] and the lady was like ‘we’re not allowed 
to go on that floor, you guys are in quarantine,’” 
said Sofia Aparico, freshman journalism major who 
quarantined at the Barrymore Hotel from Wednesday, 
Sept. 16 to Monday, Sept. 21. “The day before I asked 
for trash bags and the person I talked to was like ‘of 
course, like yeah we can bring you trash bags we’re just 
going to have to knock and leave it at the door like we 
can’t see you,’ so, they definitely knew.”

Larry Collier, director of hotel operations at the 
Barrymore Hotel, sent the following statement in an 
email:

G4%'"#H%'#&I#.0'"9A0%8'A$/H%50/2.'EA%020J'
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2"%/5';9+<952'#$8'0#<%2.K'4%'89'$92'8/HA&E%'
/$<95+#2/9$'5%E#58/$E'#$.'EA%02J'%@;%,2'/$'
;99,%5#2/9$'I/2"',59,%5'#A2"95/2/%0'#;2/$E'
I/2"/$'2"%/5'LA5/08/;2/9$K
''F95'+9$2"0'$9I'I%'"#H%'%@%;A2%8'9A5'MN'

,9/$20'9<';#5%'I/2"'%$"#$;%8';&%#$&/$%00'#$8'
0#$/2#2/9$'2"59AE"9A2'2"%'<#;/&/2.K'OA5'02#3'
"#0'>%%$'25#/$%8'/$'2"%',59,%5'A0%'9<'==7J'I%'
"#H%'/$02#&&%8',".0/;#&'>#55/%50'I"%5%'<%#0/>&%J'
#$8'I%'"#H%'0/E$%8'#&&'#5%#0'29'%$;9A5#E%'
,59,%5'09;/#&'8/02#$;/$EK'D#$8'0#$/2/P%5'/0'

#H#/&#>&%'#2'#&&'%&%H#295'&#$8/$E0'#0'I%&&'
#0'%#;"'%$25#$;%'#$8'%@/2'#$8'2"59AE"9A2'
#&&',A>&/;'0,#;%0K'C#0Q0'#5%'5%RA/5%8'/$'#&&'
/$8995',A>&/;'0,#;%0'#$8'I"%$',59,%5'09;/#&'
8/02#$;/$E';#$$92'>%'+#/$2#/$%8K'C#0Q0'#5%'
#H#/&#>&%'<5%%'9<';"#5E%'#2'9A5'<59$2'8%0Q'#$8'
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#$'%00%$2/#&'>A0/$%00J'2"%'-#55.+95%'D92%&'
*#+,#'U/H%5I#&Q'"#0'5%+#/$%8'/$'9,%5#2/9$'
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There are signs in the lobby area promoting mask-
wearing, social distancing, and other methods to 
mitigate the spread of COVID-19, however none of 
them say that the building is being used to isolate 
students. Guests staying at the Barrymore Hotel agree 
that this information should not have been kept from 
them. 

“That’d be a little concerning,” said a guest of the 
Barrymore who requested to be kept anonymous. 
When asked if they wish that information would have 
been disclosed to them prior to arriving, they said, 
“Yeah, yeah. That’s definitely something...that’s a lie 
right? Oh my god.”
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The University of Tampa has made various changes 
this semester to prioritize the health of students, 
including changes to the health and wellness center, 
a newly formed partnership with Rapid Trace, and 
budget cuts were made.

Operations and protocols at the Dickey Health 
and Wellness Center look different from previous 
semesters.

“Students must call the health center to schedule 
an appointment,” said Sharon Charles, director of 
medical services at UT. “No walk-ins.”

The health center has also done what they can 
to comply with UT’s Spartan Shield Health Safety 
Plan and Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) guidelines.

“No more than five students are allowed in the 
waiting area at once,” said Charles. “The chairs are 
more than six feet away from each other. On average 
we have one to two patients waiting in the waiting 
area.”

When it comes to safety measures to track and 
contain the coronavirus, the health center has been 
conducting COVID-19 tests as well as partnering 
with Rapid Trace to track as many positive cases as 
possible. However, for students who are just wanting 
to get tested to make sure they have not contracted the 
disease, they have to visit off-campus facilities.  

“At this time, we are not testing asymptomatic 
contacts as it does not change the outcome,” said Gina 
Firth, associate dean of wellness. “Due to the nuances 

of COVID-19, a person who has been exposed needs 
to test on day four or five after exposure.”

Faculty at UT seem to support the partnership 
between the university and Rapid Trace.

“The main goal of the contact tracers is to track 
down and quarantine individuals that have been 
exposed, and to regularly check in with those who are 
in isolation and quarantine,” said Firth. “The process 
is very thorough.”

Some may still hold some reservations about the 
new partnership.

“I think it’s a good idea if it works,” said Kathy 
Lockwood, staff assistant of the department of 
communication.”I don’t know if it works.”

A UT student has voiced some concerns about the 
effectiveness of the contact tracing process.

Morgan Culp, senior double major in journalism 
and communication, sought treatment from South 
Tampa Immediate Care the second week of the 
semester for reasons unrelated to COVID-19. She was 
told that she had a low-grade fever and needed to get 
tested for COVID-19.

“I called Rapid Trace as soon as I got tested to try 
to ask them what to do,” said Culp. “The girl that 
answered the phone had no idea what she was talking 
about and she couldn’t tell me what to do. She simply 
advised me not to go to a party and go to class if I felt 
up to it.”

According to Culp, she decided to quarantine 
herself while she awaited her test results because she 
did not want to risk infecting anyone in case her test 
results came back positive.

“I did send a complaint about Rapid Trace,” said 
Culp. “The lead contact tracer called me back, checked 
in on me, and apologized for my experience.”

Although Culp’s situation ended up being resolved, 
she still holds some concerns about Rapid Trace.

“I hope they are training the people in Rapid Trace 
to keep people safe because it sounds like students are 
not being kept safe if they are being told to go back 
to school even if they have symptoms or are awaiting 
results,” said Culp. “From my experience they have 
a lot of work to do and it sounds like it is not very 
organized.”

In addition to the new safety protocols made on 
campus, the university also decided to make budget 
cuts throughout the university that faculty and staff 
seem to understand and support.

“For the most part, I think they have made some 
good decisions because they have kept people 
working,” said Lockwood. “We didn’t get any raises 
and there was a bit of a hiring freeze, but at least we 
didn’t have to lay off people, as far as I know, so I think 
UT did a pretty good job with handling that part.”

Others were not surprised by the university’s 
decision to make the budget cuts. 

“I think faculty were aware that this was potentially 
going to happen,” said Michael Staczar, assistant dean 
of the college of arts and letters. “I’m sure if they were 
asking for budget cuts across the institution, there was 
a definite need for it to occur. Those of us on campus 
have noticed that there’s fewer students around, 
which means there’s fewer dollars coming into the 
university.”

It is unclear whether or not budget cuts took place 
in order to pay for the services of Rapid Trace. 

“The University of Tampa does not disclose budget 
information or contractual agreements with vendors,” 
said Kevin Lafferty, vice president of administration 
and finance. 

UT to Combat
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New Downtown Street Murals
Promote Safety and Aesthetics
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Masks Aren’t Just Protection, 
They’re Fashion
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Flowers, stripes, logos, quotes; everywhere you go, 
everyone seems to have a different mask from the person 
next to them. While COVID-19 at first posed an issue for 
the fashion industry with millions of Americans losing 
their jobs and the majority of the country not leaving their 
homes, Etsy and private store owners have been capitalizing 
on the high demand for stylish and comfortable cloth 
masks.

Chantal Hebert is the owner of Elegant Protection, an 
online mask store that sells through Etsy. Hebert has been 
sewing for over 50 years in both the commercial and private 
sector. With pressure from The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), almost all states implemented 
mandatory mask policies for public spaces by the end of 

April. This resulted in a huge shortage of masks in both 
online and in-person stores. Hebert, like many others, put 
their skills to use to help with this issue.

“I started with just a pattern from the internet,” said 
Hebert. “At first, there was a shortage of fabric and elastics, 
so I had to do best with what was available.”

From designing labels at Saks Fifth Avenue and Henri 
Bendel to being a fashion assistant at Vogue, Melody Acree, 
Fashion Marketing & Management professor at The Art 
Institute of Tampa, has worked in the fashion industry for 
decades.

“Masks are definitely labeled as fashion now,” said Acree. 
“Most people are concerned about whether it coordinates 
with what they are wearing. Especially if you are out and 
about, you need many of them so [masks have] really taken 
over the industry.”

Acree has been monitoring street fashion since the 
beginning of the pandemic. Despite the stay-at-home orders 
in most areas around the world, designers were still creating 

pieces within their own spaces.
“There’s many ranges of styles, colors, and brands 

available,” said Acree. “But you can still often recognize 
name brand masks, like colorful Kate Spades or the darker, 
more athletic Adias. Now even the bridal industry is doing 
masks that are more formal and go with the gowns and 
suits.”

There were only so many times Gigi Shaffer, a senior 
communications major at The University of Tampa, could 
scroll through Netflix watching shows or browsing the 
internet, until she could not take it anymore. And just like 
Hebert, Shaffer decided to help with the storage of masks.

While taking up new tasks like learning a new language 
or cooking different recipes was a goal for many people 
while staying at home, Shaffer had the idea to start her own 
business. But even before quarantine occurred, Shaffer was 
dreaming up her new loungewear brand: CuratedbyGigi.

Suddenly the surge in mask sales motivated Shaffer to 
finally start her shop. She remembers how her idea came 
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full circle, in a grocery store with a man who was standing 
only two feet away from her.“I turned around and looked at 
him. He was one of those people who had his shirt pulled 
up over his nose and I was like 'Okay you are one of those',” 
said Shaffer.  

For Schaffer’s designs, she bases her creations off her own 
personal color scheme. Featuring a minimalist look, the 
white and black masks can go with any color of clothing you 
choose to wear. “I really like simple designs and colors, but I 
understand not everyone wears neutral colors. I am going to 
try and move more towards pastel colors,” said Shaffer.

Stephen DeMent, of Funk and Chill on Etsy, is another 
designer who has focused on creating fashionable masks 
within the past six months. DeMent’s store is out of 
Thailand, where he moved from Seattle three years ago.

His brand focuses on boho chic looks, ranging from 
masks to ponchos and backpacks. Funk and Chill has a 
small team who each have their own prints, styles, and 
sizes that they are responsible for making each day. The 
majority of Funk and Chill’s masks are simplistic designs 
with comfortable fabrics that can go with a variety of outfits, 
which reflects DeMent’s mentality that fashion should look 

organic.
Online mask shops on Etsy and personal sites have 

inspired other companies to start more mask-based 
products on their websites as well, according to Acree. 
Vogue is now even putting out face mask chains/necklaces.

Influencers on social media are known for their fashion 
sense and beauty hacks. Social media users can follow the 
looks that they want to see on their feed. 

Influencer Haley Ringenberg blogs about her “every day 
and athleisure” fashion guide. She partners with brands and 
sells her fashion looks through social media. Currently, she 
is facing the same fashion dilemma as many other women 
in America.

“Getting the perfect mask to match my outfit can be very 
hard sometimes,” said Ringenberg. “I tend to go for the 
bigger name brands while shopping in-person, but I have 
found great ones on shops like Etsy though. Everything is 
just taking so long to ship, which is understandable because 
so many people are ordering.”

But it is not just masks that have taken over in the fashion 
world. Designers have had to make creative solutions for 
selling clothes even when society switches to virtual and 

remote environments.
Despite the mandatory mask policies, there are still 

individuals who do not believe in being forced into 
wearing a mask. Designers who have their own shops or 
Etsy accounts are trying to provide comfortable masks for 
everyone -- even those who do not willingly wear them.

 “There has been a lot of controversy surrounding 
COVID-19 in general but my mom and family are in the 
medical field so it is not really that controversial to me,” said 
Shaffer. “At the end of the day if you are wearing a mask in 
the worst case scenario you are wearing a piece of cloth over 
your face and best case scenario you aren’t getting yourself 
or someone else sick.”

 Yet since the mask mandate seems to not be going away 
anytime soon, business owners have to get creative. For 
Schaffer, Hebert, and DeMent, they are already planning for 
their new designs in masks.

 “[Mask fashion] is not going away anytime soon,” said 
Acree. “I’m excited to see people get even more creative with 
them.” 
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2020 Virtual Emmys: The Future of 
Award Shows
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Residential students at The University of 
Tampa who test positive for COVID-19, either 
on-campus at the Dickey Health and Wellness 
Center or somewhere off-campus, are provided 
an isolation space by UT to quarantine in the 
Barrymore Hotel or Urso Hall. 

This procedure is part of UT’s Spartan Shield 
Health Safety Plan to combat COVID-19 on-

campus. However, some students who have had 
to quarantine on-campus have experienced 
several issues while in isolation. 

“They kind of checked up on us, I kind of 
thought that they would be a little bit more 
worried about us than they were,” said Brooke 
Bagil, freshman psychology major, who 
quarantined in Urso Hall from Thursday, Sept. 3 
to Tuesday, Sept. 8.

...read more on pages 12-13

By Mallory Culhane & Preston Wimbish
Managing Editor, Staff Writer
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OPINION

The Suite Life of an 
Isolated Student

By Matteo Herrera

All Photos Courtesy of Emma Friedman

"Staying at the 
glorious Barrymore 
Hotel was a lot more 
entertaining than I 

thought it would be."
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Matteo Herrrera
Sports Copy Editor
matteo.herrera@theminaretonline.com

Ah, the Barrymore Hotel. That is the one place I never 
thought I would be at, especially during the pandemic. Yet, 
it was the place I was hoping to quarantine at, instead of 
Urso Hall. 

Yes, I tested positive for COVID-19 - don't judge, I let the 
school know. Called Rapid Trace, answered their questions, 
and gave them my information; they told me Residence Life 
would call me later. Not even five minutes passed until they 
called me to fill out papers, so that took more time, and said 
Campus Safety would let me know when they're outside to 
take me to Barrymore.

I pack my things and wait in my room while my 
roommates take precautions and stay off-campus until I 
leave. I waited for around an hour and a half sitting on my 
bed (since they were escorting someone else). Finally, I get 
called down, carrying a duffle bag and a backpack. Super 
awkward seeing people watching me get into a campus 
safety car with bags: it was clear what was happening. 

Campus Safety pulled up to the Barrymore, handed 
me my room key, and said I'm good to go. That day it was 
storming, so my luck, the elevators weren't working. The 
front desk told me and guests who weren't students to take 
the stairs on the building's side. Get to my room, still with 
bad luck: the key doesn't work. I went back down to get it 
sorted out and was finally able to get into my room. Dining 
Services left some packed up food at my door; it wasn't as 

good as I thought it would be. 
The next morning I woke up at three in the afternoon; the 

best part of being sick was the amount of sleep I got. Yet, I 
woke up with body aches that day. That wasn't fun. The food 
didn't make it any better; all I could eat were snacks such as 
Smuckers Uncrustable sandwiches, a protein bar, chicken 
noodle soup, and chips. The frozen food was atrocious. I 
warmed it up for 30 minutes and the chicken was dry, the 
croutons were wet, it had pineapples and dry green peas. If 
you don't believe me go try it out yourself. 

Once they gave me frozen chicken pie, it started leaking 
in my room. The best thing I've eaten from the food they 
gave me were sandwiches with tomato, lettuce, ham, and 
cheese. However, five days into quarantine, I started to 
receive only one food bag per day instead of two. In the 
form, they state they'll bring me food two to three times 
per day. That didn't happen for the rest of my quarantine. 
I didn't even bother to complain because the food wasn't 
tasty; I had to order from UberEats most of the time. 

Was I wondering about my grades and classes? I had to 
pull missions for that, especially being a journalism major. 
During our "fresh air time," I knew people at the Barrymore, 
so they helped me record my class videos. Being stuck in 
a room reminded me of how life felt when coronavirus 
started. I felt unmotivated to do anything. Until I noticed 
there is no security or Resident Assistants (RAs). I got fresh 
air whenever I liked, even though they said we're allowed 
out from 3 p.m. to around 5 p.m.

Remember when I said guests were staying that weren't 
students? I walked out of my room to go down; I saw a 

child on my floor, casually walking with his mother. The 
only thing I thought about was the number of kids I knew 
on this floor who were quarantining. When I was visiting 
a friend in the hotel, I went back to my room, and an adult 
walked out casually with no mask, drinking alcohol, going 
back to his room. He wasn't a student. One of my friends 
left quarantine to buy groceries and returned to quarantine 
in his room without any problem. I went down to get some 
fresh air and I met some first-year students on their first day 
at the Barrymore. I saw them get into an Uber. 

That same day I saw those freshmen leave, I met people 
who tested negative but were told to quarantine at the 
Barrymore. 

Oh, the process of getting out of quarantine once my time 
was up was confusing as well. Rapid Trace said I was free 
to go the day before my actual time was up or the next day. 
Then Res Life called saying I'm open to leave on Wednesday, 
Sept. 16 when my last day was on the 17. I told them I 
would stay one more night because it was already late; I was 
not packing and moving all my stuff in less than an hour. 
They told me I had to quarantine for 10 days since testing 
positive, which confused me since I tested positive on 
Monday, Sept. 7. Getting back to campus was another issue. 
One of my friends, who was allowed to leave a couple of 
days before me, walked back to campus with his bags from 
the Barrymore because no one told him that he had to call 
Campus Safety to pick him up. 

Staying at the glorious Barrymore Hotel was a lot more 
entertaining than I thought it would be.



OPINION

14  OCT.2.2020 THE MINARET   

Services such as Hello Fresh, Blue Apron, and Purple 
Carrot are able to deliver recipe kits right to your door. They 
have options catering to your preferences, such as family 
friendly, calorie conscious, omnivorous, or plant based. 
Blue Apron and Hello Fresh have vegetarian options, while 
Purple Carrot is completely vegan. You can choose between 
two and four servings, as well as two to five recipes per week 
(although this does vary per brand).

Recipe kits are great for many reasons. They seem like a 
useful service for everyone in quarantine because you don’t 
have to go out for the ingredients yourself. If you’re not the 
best at cooking, this can help you improve your skills. If you 
already have chef skills, these services can introduce you to 
new foods you may have never thought of trying before. 

Now, I was originally interested in trying one of these 
out for myself. Unfortunately the price is astronomical and 
as a broke college student, I simply cannot afford to spend 

$50 or more on a couple of meals. It appears that during the 
first week, you can receive a discount. After that, the price 
skyrockets. It would be nice if you could purchase one meal 
kit, rather than the subscription.

Hello Fresh, for example, says to be $11.99 per serving 
if you order two meals per week with two servings each. 
Based on my own math, that is $47.96 for just two meals 
for two people. Purple Carrot costs even more than that, as 
you must choose at least three meals minimum per week. 
Personally, I could buy all my groceries for a single week 
with that money. 

Since I really couldn’t afford to try this out myself, I 
wanted to see what others thought. I decided my best course 
of action was to watch some unsponsored videos of people 
unboxing the recipe kits that they decided to try.

From the looks of it, these recipe delivering services do 
a good job of delivering fresh and adequately packed food; 
the food is kept in coolers so it’s at a safe temperature. The 
ingredients come measured out with very clear instructions 
that include pictures, so it looks easy to follow.

It was a little concerning to see the amount of packaging 

that was used for the ingredients. There were tiny plastic 
packets of sauce, plastic around produce -- I even saw two 
peeled cloves of garlic that got their own plastic bag. Hello 
Fresh looks as though it does a slightly better job at this than 
Blue Apron and Purple Carrot. On the other hand, food 
waste with these services is minimal because they send the 
amount of ingredients needed for the servings requested.

The general consensus of these delivery services is that 
the food tastes pretty good. Each review I watched did a 
taste test and they were satisfied by the results. 

I understand the desire for easy, delivered-to-your-door 
recipes. I, too, sometimes tire from trying to grocery shop 
and plan out meals for the week. I also see that when buying 
a delivery service like this, you are paying for more than just 
the price of the groceries. 

Personally, I don’t think it is worth spending $50 dollars a 
week for two dinners that come packaged to the max. Hello 
Fresh, Blue Apron, and others like it are a great luxury. I 
think that anyone can learn to cook without the help of one 
of these by searching on the internet. If you can afford it 
however, it could be interesting to try one of these out.

Madeline McCarthy
Staff Writer
madeline.mccarthy@spartans.ut.edu

Photo courtesy of @HelloFresh/Twitter

Delivered DIY Dinners: Are 
they Worth the Price?
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Ellen Under Fire for "Be Kind Bullsh-"

The renowned comedian and talk show host, Ellen 
DeGeneres, has been facing a series of controversial 
incidents surrounding her talk show, The Ellen DeGeneres 
Show. Articles alleging a toxic work environment, as well 
as allegations of sexual harassment and misconduct by 
producers were a few of the things that were brought to light 
in the past couple of months.

Like many people, I have been watching her show on TV 
ever since I can remember and I would always think that 
the world would benefit from more people like her, people 
who would spread the idea of everyone being kind to one 
another, no matter what. I would watch how she would 
have fun with her employees and give out prices and money 
to those in need. When I learned that many employees 
who worked there were unhappy and that it was a toxic 
workplace, it felt like her whole “be kind” mantra was a 
facade, and some of her employees seemed to agree with 
me.

“That ‘be kind’ bullsh– only happens when the cameras 
are on. It’s all for show,” said one former staffer in an 
interview with Buzzfeed. “I know they give money to people 
and help them out, but it’s for show.”

An investigation by Warner Bros. Studios has so far 
resulted in the ousting of three producers. 

She returned to the studio for the season 18 premiere 
of her talk show on Monday, Sept. 21 and addressed 
the allegations in her opening monologue. DeGeneres 
apologized to anyone who had been negatively affected 
while working on her staff. 

“As you may have heard, this summer there were 
allegations of a toxic work environment at our show and 
then there was an investigation. I learned that happened 
here that never should have happened. I take that very 
seriously and I want to say I am so sorry to the people that 
were affected. I know that I am in a position of privilege 
and power and with that comes responsibility and I 
take responsibility for what happens at my show,” said 
DeGeneres. 

In front of a live virtual audience projected on screens, 
she went on to say that her “be kind” persona is nothing 

more than that, saying that, “being known as the Be Kind 
lady is a tricky position to be in.”

Though she hasn’t been directly accused of the 
mistreatment, every part of the show operates under 
DeGeneres’ name and specific brand of being kind. 

I would be lying if I said that my view towards the show 
has not changed. Of course, it’s changed. For nearly two 
decades, DeGeneres has been a staple of kindness and she 
should’ve known what was going on in her workplace, 
especially if her employees were unhappy with the way they 
were being treated. 

"We have had a lot of conversations over the last few 
weeks about the show, the workplace and what we want for 
the future. We have made the necessary changes and today 
we are starting a new chapter," she said during the premiere.

Even though DeGeneres isn’t personally responsible for 
every little aspect of how the show is run, I do believe that 
she should be more involved, be able to see and be aware 
of what’s going on in her workplace. It can’t just be telling 
people to “be kind” on television. It’s her responsibility to 
go beyond being in front of the camera and make sure that 
those who work for her actually like working there. 

Tatiana Torres
Arts & Entertainment Copy Editor
tatiana.torres@theminarertonline.com

Photo courtesy of @TheEllenShow/Twitter

“That ‘be kind’ bullsh– only hap-
pens when the cameras are on. It’s 

all for show,” said one former staffer 
in an interview with Buzzfeed. “I 
know they give money to people 

and help them out, but it’s for show.”

Photo courtesy of Flickr



Bring out the confetti. The Tampa Bay Rays won their first American League 
East title since 2010 after beating the Mets. The players were able to enjoy their 
celebrations during a shortened 2020 season due to COVID-19. Teams were 
told to celebrate in a socially distant manner, so the Rays did an old-school 
celebration.They figured out a way to celebrate their division crown without 
alcohol, by everyone having their own cigar and smoking in the dugout as a 
team. 

"It is limited, but we're an adaptable group right here. We're just having a 
good time enjoying each other's company. I know we're ready to get home 
and finish the final homestand of the year and get rolling," said Mike Zunino, 
catcher for the Rays on !"#$%&"'()$!*"'+,-. 

Once Tampa's pitcher, Nick Anderson struck out New York Mets' Andres 
Gimenez for the last out to end the game, Rays players shot off canisters that 
were filled with confetti and gave out hugs and handshakes to each other. They 
sprayed silly string to each other around the baseball field, later on making 
noise from the visitors' dugout. The Tampa Bay Rays clinched the division 
with a 37-20 record closing in on having the best record in the American 
League and the number one seed in the playoffs. 

"We're little kids trapped in grown men's bodies," said Kevin Kiermaier, 

Tampa's centerfield, on 
!"#$%&"'()$!*"'+,-.$

This is the third 
division crown for 
Tampa Bay, who's 
organization began in 
1998. They also won 
in the years 2008 and 
2010. The American 
League East Division 
includes the New York 
Yankees, Toronto Blue 
Jays, Baltimore Orioles, 
and the Boston Red 
Sox. 

"It feels great to win the division, no matter what division you're in, 
but especially the American League East, it's just a different animal," said 
Kiermaier on !"#$%&"'()$!*"'+,-. 

Tampa had a chance to clinch the division Tuesday, Sept. 22 against the 
Mets but lost 5-2. The Rays needed a win or for the New York Yankees to lose 
to the Toronto Blue Jays to clinch the division. Tampa Bay won Wednesday, 
Sept. 23 by a score of 8-5, and the Yankees lost by a blowout of 14-1. 

"I think we had the game pretty much in control and certainly recognized 
what was going on in Buffalo, but I 
don't know if you can ever prepare for 
a moment like that. It's pretty special," 
said Rays manager Kevin Cash on !"#$
%&"'()$!*"'+,-. 

Randy Arozarena, Rays outfielder, 
hit a home-run twice over the Mets. 
Joey Wendle and Brandon Lowe hit 
the ball deep too, backing up Tyler 
Glasnow, their pitcher, from a solid 
game only letting the Mets score twice 
in six innings. 

"To do it on a win, everybody's kind 
of riding the high of winning the game 
along with the division, we didn't want 
to see it come down to them losing 
a game," said second baseman Joey 
Wendle on !"#$%&"'()$!*"'+,-.$

Tampa Bay is home to play at 
Tropicana Field for a best-of-three 
first-round playoff series, which 
started on Tuesday, Sept. 29. 
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The Sunshine State Conference (SSC) in Florida cancelled 
regularly scheduled competitions for all Fall and Winter 
sports this year due to the medical concerns surrounding the 
spread of COVID-19. But bigger name schools have decided 
to push forward with their season this year. On Thursday, 
Sept. 24, the Pacific Coast Conference (Pac-12) CEO group 
decided that they will resume their football, basketball, and 
winter sports season. Some of these schools include Stanford 
University, University of California Berkeley, and the 
University of Arizona. 

Just over a month ago, the conference decided to postpone 
all scheduled competitions due to some major concerns 
brought up by the conference’s medical advisory committee. 
The biggest concerns for the department were consistent 
testing capabilities across each Pac-12 university, the 
prevalence of the virus in Pac-12 communities, and possible 
cardiac concerns potentially associated with COVID-19. But 
with new rules set in place by the Pac-12 medical committee, 
most universities in the conference will be conducting daily 
antigen testing as well as every student-athlete taking a 
weekly PCR test.  

Pac-12 Commissioner Larry Scott spoke about the 
decision to proceed on the Pac-12 network. Scott was happy 
that student-athletes can have the opportunity to compete 
now with rigid medical protocols set in place. He mentioned 
that competing and training is a part of a student-athletes 
identity, and there is no question about that. Though I 
believe that most conference’s main priority is to have 
their athletes compete, I can’t help to think that there is an 
underlying motive. 

On Friday, July 10, the Pac-12 announced that in the 2018 
to 2019 season, they generated a $530 million dollar revenue, 
which was a 7% increase in revenue and a 9% increase in 
distribution, according to the Pac-12 website. 

According to an article in the /"'(*-<,$?2)+<3))$@"2'<-*, 
in the 2018-19 academic year data from higher ed's Equity 
in Athletics Data Analysis system in the U.S. Department of 
Education, the Pac-12 conference could have potentially lost 
$1.3 billion in annual revenue by canceling athletic activity. 

The “Power 5 conferences” which are the Atlantic Coast 
Conference (ACC), Big Ten Conference, Big 12 Conference, 
Pac-12 Conference, and Southeastern Conference (SEC) 
had a combined financial revenue of $2.9 billion dollars in 
the 2019 season. The Big-10 conference, who will also be 
playing football this upcoming season, brought in $781.5 
million. So without football, schools would be taking a huge 
hit financially since football drives most of the revenue for 
big schools. 

The Southeastern Conference (SEC) will also be 
proceeding with their football season. According to a 7?%$

%&"'()$article, on Friday, Sept. 18, the league 
decided that schools must have a minimum of 53 
active players and specific positional numbers in 
order to play and that teams will only be playing 
within their conference. Teams that make up 
this conference include the University of Florida, 
Alabama, Auburn, Mississippi State, and Georgia. 

In the 2018-19 school year, SEC generated a 
revenue of approximately $651 million dollars. The 
SEC board and many other conferences mention 
that growth in revenue distribution is impactful 
on providing athletes with the best medical care, 
training, and academic guidance. This revenue 
increase is mainly coming from television 
partnerships big college football and basketball 
conferences have. 

According to a A-0""$%&"'()$article, back in May 
of this year Kirby Smart, head football 
coach for Georgia, told reporters 
that “the worst thing” coaches and 
administrators could do is feel like the 
2020 season has to be played because 
of finances and make one decision 
that is costly to even one student-
athlete. 

From a student-athlete perspective, 
I understand both sides of this 
situation. Athletes want to compete 
because they train hard all year round 
hoping to show off their hard work. 
Conferences want their athletes to 
be able to compete not only because 
they know how hard they work but 
also because the revenue does help 
to support the school and athletes 
academically. 

It is easy to agree with Smart, 
that schools should not push to play this 
season based purely off of financial reasons. 
But you cannot ignore how important the 
football season will be this year because of 
how many schools did not receive as much 
money this year from the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association (NCAA) because of the 
cancellation of NCAA tournaments. 

As long as athletes are seen as people 
and not a way to drive revenue, I think that 
conferences will be able to have a successful 
football and winter sport season with the right 
medical protocols set in place and heavily 
enforced. Athletes miss competing at all levels 
of collegiate divisions and sports. The day that 
all college athletes get to play or compete again 
like old times will be a special day for many 
young athletes. 
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College Football Returns:
Is it About the Money?
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Tampa Is Tampa Is 
Once Again Once Again 
The City of   The City of   
ChampionsChampions

By Travis Politakis
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After a 16-year drought and a four month 
pandemic pause, the Tampa Bay Lightning are 
once again Stanley Cup Champions. The Lightning 
secured the franchise's second championship by 
defeating the Dallas Stars 2-0 in game six on Monday 
night. Lightning defenseman Victor Hedman took 
home the Conn Smythe trophy which is given to the 
top performer in the Stanley Cup Finals. 

Despite the Lightning having to be in the NHL 
designated bubble in Edmonton, Canada, the team's 
efforts still made an impact on the City of Tampa. 
Fans packed into Thunder Alley at Amalie Arena, 
Sparkman Wharf on Channelside, and open bars 
across the city to see the Lightning bring home a 
championship. 

At 10:43 p.m. as the clock hit zero, fans rejoiced 
across Tampa as they waved their Lightning flags 
high and cars across downtown honked their horns 
in celebration. Iconic buildings in the Tampa skyline 
such as the Sykes Rivergate Tower and the SunTrust 
tower were lit up with blue lights with the Lightning 
logo projected onto the building. In a year where 
there has not been much to cheer about, Tampa Bay 
Lightning fans were given something to rejoice about. 

The Lightning took care of the Dallas Stars in six 
games in one of the most physical playoff series in 
recent memory. The Lightning got off to a slow start 
in the series, losing game one 4-1, allowing two goals 
in the second period. The Lightning came out in 
game two more focused and won 3-2 as they started 
fast, scoring all three of their goals in the first period. 

The Lightning continued to have the hot hand 
in game three as they won 5-2, behind defenseman 
Victor Hedman scoring a goal and notching two 
assists. The story of game three was the return of left 
wing and team captain Steven Stamkos. Dealing with 
a nagging injury the entire playoffs, Stamkos was able 
to enter the game with the fourth line in game three, 
and scored a goal immediately after entering 
the game. 

Stamkos is the face of the Lightning and 
has been with the team for 12 seasons and 
is the vocal leader both on the ice and in the 
locker room. 

"For him to do that shows what he is 
not just as a leader, but as a person," said 
defenseman Victor Hedman in a postgame 
interview. "He's the most unselfish person 
you'll meet. He's all about the team. There's 
a reason he's one of the best captains in the 
world."

Stamkos didn’t play another game in the 
series, but his goal put a jolt of energy into the 
team. Game four was an overtime thriller as 
the Lightning came out victorious thanks to 
an overtime power play goal by defenseman 
Kevin Shattenkirk. Game five was another 

nail biter, as Dallas took the 
3-2 win in double overtime. 

Game six the Lightning 
came out focused, playing 
stellar defense as they cut 
off Dallas’ fast skaters at 
the blue line, preventing 
them from getting shots 
on goal. Dallas only got 22 
shots on goal, compared 
to Tampa’s 29 shots. Goals 
by Lightning defenseman 
Brayden Point and Blake 
Coleman helped the 
Lightning put the Stars 
away for good, and bring 
the Stanley Cup back to 
Tampa. 

Being away from family, 
friends, and fans has made 
this championship run 
one of the most iconic but also one of the toughest 
accomplishments in NHL history. 
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For the first time since 2004, Tampa is the city of 
champions. 
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