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“Astonishing and disappointing”: 
Students on Lack of Study Spaces
”Without having the ability to retreat to an air conditioned building to study on 

or off campus, that leaves the question of where students can go to study.”

-read more by Cait Korzak on pages 12-13
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!e University of Tampa’s COVID-19 numbers rose by 
76 cases a"er hundreds of students and locals gathered 
without masks in Henry B. Plant Park just a week before.
     For the #rst time since the novel COVID-19 virus, 
huge crowds of people without masks $ooded downtown 
Tampa. To celebrate the Tampa Bay Lightning’s recent 
Stanley Cup victory, players and sta% paraded up the 
Hillsborough River in boats. !e boat parade began 
at Marjorie Park Marina and ended at the Cass Street 
bridge. Due to Florida Gov. Ron De Santis, li"ing all 
masks and gathering restrictions, the thousands of 
unmasked observers in downtown were completely legal.
     Stephanie Russell Krebs, vice president of Student 
A%airs and dean of students at UT, con#rmed that 
despite the governor’s reopening order, nothing in the 
Spartan Shield, UT’s health safety initiative, had been 
modi#ed. But the university expected the rise in case 
numbers due to the transition back to more normal life 
following De Santis’ orders.
     “We are anticipating an uptick in cases this week and 
attribute this uptick to general complacency regarding 
personal health and safety, especially o% campus – at 
bars, clubs and restaurants, house parties and city-wide 
events,” said Krebs.
     As outlined in UT’s health and safety plan, students 
and faculty are expected to maintain social-distancing 
and wear a mask both on and o% campus. Before the 
boat parade, the university’s public information o&ce, 
along with UT’s hockey team, posted an Instagram 
video encouraging students if they chose to attend the 

celebration to wear masks and practice physical distance. 
But the large crowds gathered closely together with a 
rare sight of a mask and did not follow these suggestions.
Hundreds of UT students were a part of the parade 
by watching from the university’s Henry B. Plant 
Park, which is adjacent to the river. Matthew Twarog, 
sophomore #nance major, was one of these students who 
celebrated at the parade.
     “It felt like normal life again,” said Twarog. “Even 
though we were breathing the same air, it was outside 
and that was safe enough for me.”
Claudia Aguado Loi, associate professor of health 
sciences and human performance, studies epidemiology, 
or the study of distribution and control of diseases. Loi 
still urges UT to remain cautious.
     “We can be creative to celebrate outdoors while 
keeping our distance from others but not let our guard 
down. UT must continue to remind our students, 
faculty, and sta% of the spartan shield, what to do if 
symptomatic, and if in contact with a suspicious or 
positive person,” said Loi. “!e stakes continue to be 
high.” 
     !e parade took place just one day before UT 
announced their changes to the Spring 2021 semester 
due to COVID-19 concerns. !e changes involve no 
longer having a set spring break to encourage students to 
not travel back and forth during the semester and classes 
will begin on Jan. 19, a week earlier than usual. 
  “Keep your distance above all and wear a mask if with 
other people, especially indoors or in crowds,” said Loi. 
“Cases that may emerge can be from several activities.  
Only through contact tracing and robust testing will we 
know for sure.” 

Lightning Celebrations 
Trigger Rise in UT Cases
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To eliminate a possible COVID-19 breakout, 
!e University of Tampa’s administration decided 
to restructure the upcoming Spring 2020 semester 
to be continuous from Tuesday, Jan. 19 to 
!ursday, May 6 with no week long spring break. 

On !ursday, Oct. 1, a global email was sent 
to the entire UT community informing them of 
the cancellation of a full spring break week and it 
being replaced by scheduled “non-instructional 
reading days” once a month throughout the 
semester. 

!is announcement was met with backlash from 
most of the student body, as spring break is known 
to college students as a time to let loose a"er seven 
grueling weeks of classes. !e administration 

believes that eliminating a full week-long break 
will diminish threats of virus transmission 
involved with traveling and partying that is typical 
of the average college student’s spring break.

!e university has scheduled one day each 
month, Tuesday, Feb. 23; Wednesday, March 10; 
Friday, April 30; and Friday, May 7 where there 
will be no classes. !e administration said, “We 
believe these days will provide a periodic break 
from classes while negating the threat of the virus.” 

“While the pull of bars and clubs is strong, the 
vitality of the UT community is even stronger,” 
said Stephanie Russel Krebs, vice president of 
Student A%airs and dean of students at UT. A 
recent poll conducted by the popular Instagram 
account @barstoolutampa showed that 59% of 
students responded yes when asked if they are still 
intending to go out. 

!e temptation of partying has proven to be an 
issue at UT for some students. Even students who 

UT Cancels Spring Break to 
Minimize Pandemic
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have been placed in quarantine in residence halls or at !e 
Barrymore Hotel feel that there were no regulations truly 
imposed upon them. 

“When I was there [!e Barrymore Hotel] I felt like 
I could leave my room anytime I wanted,” said Nathan 
Hanson, a recently quarantined student. “I saw people going 
in and out at all hours of the day, and it wasn’t necessarily as 
serious of an environment as it was portrayed to be.” 

Eric Cardenas, director of Public Information and 
Publications, sees the cancellation of spring break to be an 
e%ective outlet of minimizing the spread of COVID-19. 

“Students have agreed to uphold the Spartan Shield 
Health and Safety Plan, which includes following quarantine 
and isolation requirements,” said Cardenas. “Residential 
students in quarantine and isolation receive multiple 
communications from the O&ce of Residence Life and 
Rapid-Trace regarding the importance of following safety 

precautions to protect others in the campus community. 
We are a community in this together to uphold our Spartan 
safety precautions.” 

Some students are frustrated with the leniency of 
COVID-19 precautions and feel that canceling spring break 
will not be enough. 

“I think it was the smartest decision the university could 
make given the current situation,” said Ashley Campbell, 
sophomore. “Honestly, I’m more upset that they decided to 
cancel it and give us ‘reading days.’ I feel as though students 
will treat it as long weekends and continue to go out and 
travel which seems counteractive.” 

Other students #nd this decision completely unjusti#able. 
UT senior Maria Brigidi said, “I think it sucks because I 
personally believe that anyone willing to go out during 
spring break, is willing to go out here, so I don’t think it 
makes much of a di%erence.” 

!e Fall semester began with much to be determined for 
the fate of UT students’ education as it was not known how 
long the university could remain open at full capacity. !e 
Spartan Shield Safety Plan has succeeded thus far in that the 
campus has not been shut down and the university claims to 
still provide a “top-notch education,” even with the extensive 
restrictions. 

“We take our learning by doing mission seriously and 
are providing many opportunities for students to creatively 
engage in their learning environment with safety measures 
in place,” said Cardenas.

!ere is still much to be determined for the spring 
semester at UT and the administration is adamant about 
holding the student body accountable for their actions as 
they will have a direct impact on their education and on-
campus life.

“I think it sucks 
because I personally 
believe that anyone 

willing to go out 
during spring break, 

is willing to go out 
here, so I don’t think 

it makes much of a 
difference.” 

- Maria Brigidi, UT Senior
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Trump's Health and 
his Involvement in 
COVID-19
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In recent weeks, the White House has seen several 
positive COVID-19 cases that have impacted President 
Donald Trump and other government o&cials.

According to an ABC News report, 34 White House 
o&cials have been infected with COVID-19.

“It just seems like total chaos,” said William Myers, 
assistant professor of political science at !e University 
of Tampa. “!ey’ve just been living in some kind of 
fantasyland and now the bubble has popped and no one 
knows what to do.”

A week a"er testing positive for the coronavirus 
disease, the White House physician, Sean Conley, cleared 
Donald Trump to resume in-person events.

!e second presidential debate was set to take place 
in-person on !ursday, Oct. 15, but due to concerns that 
Trump might still be contagious around that time, the 
Commission on Presidential Debates (CPD) announced 
that the debate would be held virtually.  

Trump refused to participate in a virtual debate, and 
the debate has been cancelled.

In regard to the state of Trump’s health, the White 
House has not yet disclosed if Trump has returned a 
negative COVID-19 test since being released from the 
hospital, so whether or not Trump is still contagious is 
undetermined.

“From what other experts keep saying, it’s way too early 
to know whether or not he’s going to be okay,” said Myers. 

A"er being released from the hospital and returning 
to the White House on Monday, Oct. 5, Trump removed 
his mask as he stood on the balcony, an action that raised 
concern among some.

“It’s so con$icting because he’s sending out tweets 
and videos on Twitter saying that now he gets it and he 
understands how serious it is,” said Myers. “!en as soon 
as he gets in front of people, he takes the mask o% and he’s 
still contagious. It’s beyond reckless and scary.”

Some also feel that the removal of his mask may have 
conveyed the wrong message to Americans.

“Trump removing his mask was such an inappropriate 
response in my opinion,” said Avery Costa, senior English 
major. “!is tells Americans that wearing masks means 
nothing and devalues all the hard work and research 
health professionals have done so far to enforce masks to 
prevent COVID-19.”

In a recent video, Trump has referred to his COVID-19 
diagnosis as a “blessing in disguise,” a statement that led 
some to re$ect on the e&ciency or lack thereof in his 
leadership. 

“People die from this virus,” said Costa, “Family, 
friends, strangers, and so many people have died from 
COVID-19 becuase of the neglect Trump has provided 
from the very beginning about the seriousness of this 
virus. How insensitive is that to disregard the struggles 
and pain of surviving families who have lost people 
because of COVID-19?”

According to Olivia Goodloe, communication and 
public relations double major, Trump might have initially 
thought he was invincible, but since he is the president 
she feels he has to take extra precaution. 

Within the same video, Trump mentioned that he was 
treated with Regeneron, an antibody cocktail, that he 
believes will cure COVID-19. In addition, he wants all 
Americans to receive the treatment as well.

“He is delusional,” said Costa. “He paid millions of 
dollars for his hospital treatment. !e average American 
can’t even a%ord a trip to the ER. He has no sympathy for 

anyone in this country and he never has a clue what is 
going on.”

!e president has boasted about pushing the Federal 
Drug Administration (FDA) to quickly develop a vaccine 
for COVID-19, but there are some concerns that pushing 
for a vaccine for a new virus may be a problem. 

According to Meyers, speeding up the process of drug 
production could potentially cause unknown side e%ects 
or create greater problems for those who end up taking 
the drugs. 

!e rapid spread of COVID-19 has led some to 
question the leadership and proactiveness of the Trump 
administration. 

“!e fact that this country is still holding itself 
together, and still voting, and still going to work every 
day, and still trying to lead our lives is a testament to 
our resilience in the face of this administration’s gross 
negligence and incompetence,” said Myers. 

Although many are against the actions and decisions 
of Trump and his administration, not everyone disagrees 
with what they have done and are continuing to do. 

“I think him contracting the coronavirus disease 
and his ability to get over it so quickly could show a 
lot of people his strength,” said Sydney Salatto, junior 
communication major and social media director for UT’s 
College Republicans organization. “!at could work to 
his advantage.”

Salatto believes that Trump has remained transparent 
throughout the course of his presidency. 

“One thing I like about Trump, and of course a lot of 
people disagree, is the way he speaks and his informality,” 
said Salatto. “I think it is a good thing that he wants 
Americans to receive the same treatment as him. It puts 
him on the same level with us, like we should be treated 
the same way that he gets treated.”
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Net!ix’s new romantic comedy series Emily in Paris, 
starring Lily Collins is causing quite a stir among some of 
its viewers. "e show comes from the creator of Sex and 
the City and Younger and some people were le# expecting 
more. 

Emily in Paris follows Emily, a young American woman 
from Chicago, who leaves her life behind and moves to 
Paris for an unexpected job opportunity. She is asked to 
bring an American perspective to a French marketing $rm. 

Many have been le# unimpressed by the French clichés 
and stereotypes found in the show. Since its premiere, it has 
received backlash from French critics. 

French radio station RTL claimed that the show warped 
their city so much it was unrecognizable. “Between the 
beret, the cocktail dresses and the impeccable streets, 
Parisian had a hard time recognizing their everyday life,” 
they wrote. 

Others love the show and what it o%ered to viewers. 
Alondra Santiago, senior psychology major at "e 
University of Tampa, was among those that found the series 
to be enjoyable. 

“I would recommend it to anyone,” she said. “Emily in 
Paris brought attention to how di&cult the workplace can 
be when someone is an outsider, which is a good thing to 
see if one is planning or has dreams of working out of the 
country.” 

"e show climbed into Net!ix’s top ten almost 
immediately a#er it premiered on Friday, Oct. 2. 

“I thought the show did a great job portraying the French 
culture,” said Santiago. “Although I can understand how 
some critics say the cultural ignorance was a little too 
much. I thought it was a good way to show how di%erently 
Americans live compared to the French.”

Juliana Marquez, junior advertising and public relations 
major, was one of the many that watched the series as 
soonas it was released. 

“I understand the frustration of french viewers and 
critics because the series is $lled with French stereotypes. 
"e show overall de$nitely depicts cultural ignorance,” said 

Marquez. “"ey kept commenting that Paris is a romance 
city, basically repeating every stereotype there is about 
Paris.”

Critic Charles Martin from the French publication 
Premiere, wrote, “we learn that the French are ‘all bad’, that 
they are lazy and never arrive at the o&ce before the end of 
the morning, that they are !irtatious and not really attached 
to the concept of loyalty, that they are sexist and backward, 
and of course, that they have a questionable relationship 
with showering. Yes, no cliché is spared, not even the 
weakest.” 

In an article published by the New York Times, multiple 
French interview subjects sco%ed at the show’s portrayal of 
life in Paris. “"e cliwchés are so many and so concentrated 
that they pile up like a collection of little stories that become 
comical in their exaggeration,” Phillipe "ureau-Dangin, 
owner and director of French book publishing $rm Exils, 
told the Times. 

“I didn’t take the portrayal of the French too seriously 
so I think the critics are being too harsh,” said Kana 
Chanthabadith, senior advertising and public relations 
major. “It’s just a $ctional TV show.”

Sketch comedy and late-night variety has made its return 
to television. Saturday Night Live, better known as SNL 
premiered its 46th season this past weekend. A#er being 
forced to shut down due to the pandemic, they are back with 
new material and new performances for their audiences to 
enjoy.  

"e popular sketch-comedy like many other television 
shows were negatively impacted by COVID-19. Due to the 
fact that the last season with virtually produced episodes, 
the reception caused ratings to plummet. In an interview 
with New York Times, Lorne Michaels, the creator of SNL 
says they have challenges such as $guring out how many 
people can be in the studio or the numbers of persons 
allowed in the control room or construction of sets.

“We don’t know that we’re going to be able to pull this o%. 
We’re going to be surprised as everyone else as it goes on,” 
he said.

Michaels makes it known that he feels that it is his duty to 

deliver to his audience during these unprecedented times. 
“We did a show with anthrax in the building, we did 

a show a#er 9/11. "at’s what we’ve always done. To our        
audience, it is really important that we show up. "e $rst 
episode of the season was hosted by comedian and SNL 
alum, Chris Rock, in front of a limited in-studio audience. 
"e variety show consisted of comedy sketches and late 
tributes that have happened in the past weeks leading up to 
last week. 

A highly anticipated comedy-sketch that was on 
commercial and previewed on social media was the $rst 
presidential debate. Jim Carey as Joe Biden, Maya Rudolph 
as Kamala Harris and Alec Baldwin as President Trump. 
"ough many at home were looking forward to the comedy 
sketch, not many were pleased. 

"e comedy sketch of the presidential debate sparked 
controversy a#er it was previously announced that President 
Trump was diagnosed with the coronavirus. Alec Baldwin, 
who impersonated Trump, received backlash from social 
media about his role in the sketch. Baldwin later defended 
his position in a video via Instagram. 

“We thought the debate was something topical, and we 
didn’t have anything with him in  a hospital bed, but we had 

a debate,” he said. “You’d have to have a very good reason 
to avoid that, topicality wise, and nobody thought that they 
were mocking somebody’s illness by doing that.”

"e premiere also consisted of musical guest Megan 
"ee Stallion. Megan performed her $rst number one 
single “Savage” and her latest single “Don’t Stop” with pre- 
recorded audio from activist Malcom X, singer Beyonce, 
and activist Tamika Mallory. Megan ended her performance 
with a speech of her own encouraging people to vote. She 
also participates in another sketch of the night.  

As premiere night came to an end, SNL took the time to 
pay a tribute to the late Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg  who is played by Kate McKinnon. Along with 
a moment of silence, McKinnon re!ected on her role as 
Ginsburg with kind words. 

“For so many of us Justice Ginsburg was a real-life 
superhero: a beacon of hope, a warrior of justice,a robed 
crusader who saved the day time and again,” she said. 
“Playing her on SNL was a profound joy because I could 
always feel the overwhelming love and gratitude the 
audience had for her.”

The Show Goes on: Saturday Night 
Live Returns 

New RomCom Series 
Stereotypes French Culture 
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"roughout last week songstress, fashion icon, business 
mogul, and philanthropist better known as Rihanna made 
headlines throughout social media with her new “Fenty” 
line. "e Bajan singer unveiled her second fall collection 
for her lingerie brand “Savage X Fenty.” "e singer received 
praise and some backlash from the Islamic community for 
the fashion show.

"e “Savage X Fenty” fashion show was highly 
anticipated for fans of the renowned singer. In spite of 
being in the midst of  a global pandemic, the “Savage X 
Fenty” fashion show made its second debut virtually on 
Amazon Prime Video. Many fans took to social media 
platforms to praise Rihanna for creating a fashion show 
that consists of inclusivity by showing models that di%er in 
race, sizes and gender. 

In the article “Rihanna Talks Making Music 
in Quarantine and Celebrating Inclusivity With 
Fenty Fashion Show” written by Desiree Murphy of 
Entertainment Tonight, gives details of an exclusive 
interview with Rihanna prior to the Savage X Fenty 
fashion show. In the interview Rihannaexplained viewers 
would see an a range of personalities throughout the show 
with men, women and non-binary models and that she is 
particularly excited about new male representation to be a 
part the Savage X Fenty brand. 

“I’m excited about our male representation from 
Christian Combs,” she said. “We’re doing a collaboration 
with him which is very special to us. He’s the latest 
collaborator with the brand. “I’m excited to see how people 

interpret that new franchise in our brand.”
Many fans, consumers, and other notable public $gures 

voiced many positive opinions on Twitter about Rihanna’s 
display of inclusivity in this year’s Savage X Fenty fashion 
show. Joe, (@jxeker) a fan of Rihanna tweeted how they felt 
about the singer's fashion show and e%ort.

“"e way Rihanna includes EVERYONE without making 
it a big deal, thick, thin, black, white, men, women, cis, 
trans, gay, straight, she even has drag queen walking in her 
shows. "is is how you do inclusivity,” he wrote.

"ough many praised Rihanna for incorporating  
inclusivity into her fashion show, Rihanna also received 
some criticism apart from that. In the fashion show there 
was a portion where models dressed in lingerie danced 
to a song that sampled an audio recording of someone 
reading the Hadith, which are holy records of words of the 
Prophet Mohammad and 
is considered as profoundly 
revered by those a part of 
the Muslim community. 

Many fans, especially 
those who are a part of 
the Muslim community 
were o%ended by this 
portion of this show. 
"ose apart of Muslim 
community and fans took 
to Twitter to express their 
disappointment. Heidi (@
"ePinkTwizzler) who 
is a part of the Muslim 
community, and a fan of 
Rihanna said that she was 
disappointed in the singer. 

“As I being a Muslim I’m 

so o%ended and shocked by the Rihanna Savage X Fenty 
show this doesn’t mean its okay, o%ending a whole Muslim 
race isn’t okay,” she wrote.

A#er the show fashion show and the criticism on 
social media Rihanna issued an apology to the Muslim 
community via Instagram. "e superstar acknowledged 
that it was o%ensive and an oversight part and that she 
never had ill intent. 

“I’d like to thank the Muslim community for pointing 
out a huge oversight that was unintentionally o%ensive in 
our Savage X Fenty show,” the singer wrote. “I would more 
importantly like to apologize for this honest mistake. We 
undestand that we have hurt our Muslim brothers and 
sisters.Moving forward we will make sure nothing like this 
ever happens again. "ank you for your forgiveness and 
understanding, Rih.”
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"e Heights Fall Festival, Riverwalk Halloween Hunt, and 
the Wesley Chapel Fall Festival are few of the many Autumn 
activities thriving around Tampa this season, all while 
complying with COVID-19 guidelines.

Julia Stewart, marketing events manager at Armature 
Works, expressed that the Heights Fall Festival will be scaled 
down this year in light of the virus. "ere will not be any 
high contact touch points such as bouncy houses, a kids 
cra#s corner, or other shared community activities as there 
have been in years past.

“"e safety of our sta% and guests is important to us,” 
Stewart said. “We encourage guests to wear masks and 
socially distance. We are fortunate to have a very large 
property with plenty of outdoor spaces to utilize.”

Still, there will be other activities and treats at the 
Armature Works festival for all to enjoy, such as pumpkin 
picking, live folk music, fresh kettle corn, Oktoberfest brew, 
and the opportunity to support the community food drive, 
which is hosted in partnership with Metropolitan Ministries.

"e Riverwalk Halloween Hunt is an alternative to the 
annual Trick or Treat event usually held on the Riverwalk. 
"e hunt will run for three weeks and takes place entirely 
on your mobile device through the app Mobile Adventures. 
Players are able to complete the hunt anytime in any order, 
so there will not be a need for large groups to congregate in 
any one location.

“Friend’s of the Riverwalk’s goal with the Halloween 

Hunt is to encourage people to actively enjoy the Riverwalk 
and visit the parks, museums, and restaurants along the 
Riverwalk and in downtown Tampa,” said MaryBeth 
Williams, executive director of Friends of the Riverwalk. 
“Plus, there are super cool prize packages for $rst, second, 
and third place.

"e QR code to begin the hunt will be available on 
Saturday, Oct. 17. For information on how to play the game, 
you can check out thetampariverwalk.com. 

In North Tampa Bay there will be  another fall festival that 
will include a musical lineup, a pageant, a trunk or treat, a 
full carnival, and pony rides. Florida Penguin Productions 
will be hosting the 16th annual Wesley Chapel Fall Festival 
at "e Grove Shopping Center. "e festival is also taking 
cautionary steps to follow COVID-19 protocols.

“We are temperature scanning as people enter,” said Drew 
Cecere, event producer at Florida Penguin Productions. 
“We also have spaced the vendors further apart to account 
for social distancing. "ere will be hand sanitizer stations 
throughout as well as private security on hand to try to 
ensure proper social distancing protocols.”

"e Wesley Chapel Fall Festival will be held on Saturday, 
Oct. 31 through Sunday, Nov. 1.

Other events such as the Hyde Park Pumpkin Patch will 
take place in Hyde Park Village through the entire month of 
October, and An Eerie Evening at the Tampa Bay Hotel will 
be hosted at UT’s own plant hall on Friday, Oct. 23, Saturday, 
Oct. 24, and Friday, Oct. 30.

For more information on both of these events, you can 
head over to hydeparkvillage.com and plantmuseum.com.
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With the temperature, and the number of Covid 
cases on the rise, o!-campus students at "e 
University of Tampa are in a desperate search for 
air conditioned places to study on campus. 

Hannah Rhea, a sophomore marketing major at 
UT, lives 1.4 miles west of campus and describes 
the absence of places to study as “astonishing and 
disappointing.”

“Students shouldn’t be struggling to #nd places 

to study at any given university,” said Rhea. 
In addition to the lack of areas to study on 

campus, o!-campus resources such as public 
libraries have been temporarily shut down 
to guests because of COVID-19 restrictions. 
Between the six di!erent public libraries that lie 
within three miles of "e University of Tampa’s 
campus, #ve of them are closed and the one 
library that remains open is still a 16 minute walk 
from campus. 

Tampa Hillsborough County Public Library, the 
sole remaining public library that is open, does 
not have indoor seating and is strictly available for 

curbside pickup. 
Without having the ability to retreat to an air 

conditioned building to study on or o! campus, 
that leaves the question of where students can go 
to study. 

Jakob Bernheisel, a freshman #nance major, 
described the campus environment as being 
completely di!erent from when he had toured the 
school previously, in November of 2019. 

“When I #rst arrived on campus, I was shocked 
by how di!erent and vacant Vaughn hall looked,” 
said Bernheisel. 

What once was bustling with students, is now 

Cait Korzak
Sta! Writer
caitlin.korzac@spartans.ut.edu

b
y C

a
it K

o
rza

k

“Astonishing and 
disappointing”: Students 
on Lack of Study Spaces
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stripped of its tables, seating and gatherings and 
is instead #lled by the occasional student walking 
down to the dining hall for lunch. 

Adam Dimauro, an o!-campus sophomore 
international business and management major, 
has classes between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m., Tuesdays 
and "ursdays. A$er walking 2.1 miles to campus 
and attending his #rst class, he has a four hour 
break until his next class, which starts at 2 p.m. 

In between his classes, Dimauro said that he 
studies at one of the scarce outdoor shaded areas, 
outside of the Mckay building on the riverwalk. 
“Last year, I would go to the same quiet spot on 
the second %oor of Starbucks. With everything 
being closed, I’m forced to study outside in the 90 
degree, scorching Florida heat,” said Dimauro. 

A$er studying for hours in the blistering sun, 
some students at UT have described themselves 
as more tired and unmotivated to do their 
assignments.

Dimauro said “A$er searching for a place to 
study, and then sitting in the heat for hours, I 
lack any motivation that I once had to do my 
homework.”

Michele Casey, a family medicine specialist said 
“Your body, especially in the sun, has to work 
hard to maintain a consistent, normal, internal 
temperature. All that work - increasing your heart 
rate, your metabolic rate - eventually makes you 
feel tired or sleepy.” 

In order to keep students updated, broadcast 
messages have been sent out by Stephanie Russell 
Kerbs, vice president of Student A!airs and dean 
of students at the UT. On Friday, Sept. 25, Kerbs 
said “As a reminder, residential students may 
not visit other residence hall rooms, suites, or 
apartments. "ey may not have o!-campus UT 
students in their residence hall rooms, suites or 
apartments.”

 Despite these forlorn circumstances, students at 
UT are striving to maintain academic excellence 
inside and outside of the classroom.

All photos by Sydney Rhodes/"e Minaret
!ere are limited spaces for studying on campus, leaving students no choice but to study outside in the 
Florida heat.

“When I first arrived on 
campus, I was shocked by 
how different and vacant 

Vaughn hall looked,”
-Jakob Bernheisel,

freshman finance major
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OPINION

Netlix Documentary is "A Great Start" 
for Discussing Domestic Abuse

Ella Malmgren
Sta" Writer
eleanor.malmgren@spartans.ut.edu

!e Net"ix documentary American Murder: !e Family 
Next Door follows the true crime story of Chris Watts, 
a man who killed his wife Shanann Watts and their two 
daughters in 2016. It was released on Net"ix this week, and 
has generated a plenty of buzz on social media.

Shanann Watts was originally reported as missing by her 
friend, who was concerned that Shanann didn’t respond 
to her text messages that day. Chris Watts, Shanann’s 
husband, was very involved in her case, which also included 
the disappearance of their two daughters. He posed as a 
concerned husband, and even went on the news to plea for 
their return.

Ultimately, he confessed to the murders when he failed a 
polygraph test. He tried to shi# the blame to Shanann, and 
said that she had smothered both of their daughters, and he 

acted in retaliation. But during the court case he admitted 
that he killed Shanann when she found out about his a$air 
with a coworker, and then killed their daughters. 

!ere has been outrage on social media condemning 
Chris for doing something so inhumane. !rough its release 
and reactions from several celebrities, including Kylie 
Jenner, Shanann and her daughters %nally get to be heard.

Although this case seems out of the ordinary, a statistic is 
shown on the screen that states “In America, three women 
are killed by their current or ex partner everyday.” !is is an 
ongoing issue, and many organizations have been created 
to provide help to women that are experiencing domestic 
abuse, hoping to give them the care they need and trying 
to prevent tragic outcomes similar to Shanann and her 
daughters.

On the City of Tampa Florida’s website, they provide 
resources for victims of domestic abuse. !ey reference !e 
Spring Shelter, the Abuse Hotline, the Centre for Women, 
and many more. !ey also list options to receive help, and 
de%ne domestic abuse. !e website states “NO ONE - Not 

even your spouse or someone you live with has the right 
to hit you or threaten you with violence - NO ONE! If you 
think you may be involved in a violent relationship, help is 
available.”

!is is a great start. !e fear of men is always lingering in 
women’s minds. It’s the reason why my friends carry pepper 
spray and mini tasers, and take self defense classes. It’s the 
reason why we’re advised from a young age not to walk 
alone at night or park too far from the store. 

Shanann Watts felt relieved to have found Chris. She had 
met him a#er she had been divorced, and learned how it felt 
to love and be loved again. Chris completely took advantage 
of her trust, and was manipulating and cold-hearted.

!is case could have been avoided. Chris wanted to leave 
Shanann and his kids and start a new life with his coworker. 
“If he were this happy and wanted to start a new life, get a 
divorce! You don’t annihilate your family and throw them 
away like garbage,” said Michael Rourke, Weld County 
District Attorney.
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LGBTQ Community Taking LGBTQ Community Taking 
Over “Proud Boys”Over “Proud Boys”

“Proud Boys – stand back and stand by,” said President 
Trump in the debate with former Vice President Joe Biden. 
When Chris Wallace, the moderator, asked the president if 
he would condemn white supremacist groups, the response 
was every attempt to avoid directly answering the question. 
“I would say almost everything I see is from the le#-wing,” 
said President Trump. Appearing as if he didn’t know the 
name of any white supremacist group, he refueled the 
popularity of the Proud Boys by refusing to condemn them 
at the moment.

 A couple of days later, he clari%ed his disapproval of “all 
white supremacists” on Sean Hannity’s Fox News show. 
On the same day, George Takei, best known for his role 
in Star Trek, tweeted, “What if gay guys took pictures of 
themselves making out with each other or doing very gay 
things, then tagged themselves with #ProudBoys. I bet it 
would mess them up real bad. #ReclaimingMyShine.” Since 
the organization doesn’t have an active presence on Twitter 
a#er getting their account banned in 2018, the hashtag was 
overtaken by thousands of images of the LGBT+ community 
showing their pride.

 As stated by the Southern Poverty Law Center, the group 

of “western chauvinists” that adamantly oppose political 
correctness, was created in 2016 during the presidential 
election. !eir political beliefs lean far-right, declaring 
that they’re not a white supremacist group but instead an 
opposition group of Antifa. However, their actions don’t 
match their statements. A#er the group’s Twitter page was 
banned in 2018, the Proud Boys moved to an app called 
Parler, which is popular amongst conservatives, according 
to Forbes. On Parler, members of the far-right organization 
posted memes that support white nationalism, anti-Muslim 
rhetoric, and homophobic comments.

 A#er Takei’s tweet calling out for the overtaking of 
#proudboys on social media, the Canadian Armed Forces 
joined the movement by posting a picture of two male 
soldiers kissing. !e caption was simply #ProudBoys, with 
the Canadian and pride "ag right alongside. A screenshot 
of this tweet was posted on Parler, where the right-wing 
members expressed their disgust of the picture. “Can’t stand 
gay people...should be illegal,” said @Ryanha5150. !is is the 
type of diction that represents the values of the Proud Boys.

 !e group claims to be against bigotry, but their claims 
are disproven by their history. In the past, members have 
organized gatherings like the “Unite !e Right” rally that 
brought together other hate groups like the KKK. !is is 
the same group that was told by the president to “stand 
back and stand by.” !e night a#er the presidential debate, 
Google Trends show that the search of the term “proud 

boys” jumped from 1 to 100. In e$ort to curb this sudden 
boost in popularity of the organization, Takei called upon 
the LGBT community.

 Other celebrities decided to join the call for action such 
as Bobby Berk from “Queer Eye” and Andy Cohen. Of 
course, members of the Proud Boys were angered by this, 
as some the people they targeted with their speech and now 
taking recognition away from them.

 In the beginning, some were skeptical of the 
hashtag takeover. !is movement was compared to 
the #BlackoutTuesday social media campaign where 
users posted black squares in an attempt to support 
the Black Lives Matter movement. However, in reality 
they pushed informative posts to the bottom of the tag 
#BlackLivesMatter. !e di$erence with the overtaking of 
“#ProudBoys” is that the posts that are being pushed to 
the bottom are not bene%cial to the progression of this 
country. !is takeover drowned out posts from a group 
that promoted separation and was replaced with photos of 
LGBT+ couples expressing how “proud” they are of their 
love.

 !e goal of Takei and other LGBT members was to strip 
the hashtag of its negativity and connection to the far-right 
group, and %ll it with images of compassion, something that 
the country desperately needs at the moment. In the end, 
the movement was a success, but the presence of the Proud 
Boys still remains.

Romelo Wilson
Sta" Writer
romelo.wilson@spartans.ut.edu

Photos courtesy of @#eDemCoalition/Twitter
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2020 Debate: “Mr. President,
Will You Let Him Finish Sir?”

By Emma Friedman
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!e %rst presidential debate of the 2020 election may go 
down in history as the worst debate America has ever seen. 
If you watched the debate live, or even just saw the memes 
online, you know that it was hard to hear anything over the 
constant interruptions. !e moderator, Fox News Chris 
Wallace, had to intervene constantly to ask the president to 
stop talking over Biden during his two minute time window 
to answer the questions. 

At one point Trump even said to Wallace, “I guess I’m 
debating you, not [Biden],” a#er continually interjecting his 
answers before Wallace had %nished asking the question. 

!e constant disruptions and sneer comments made it 
extremely di&cult to hear the candidates answers to the 
hard hitting questions Americans need answers to. When 
they weren’t disrupted, their answers were still lacking.

Going into the debate, I was truly hoping Biden would 
surprise me. From his past public speeches, it can be seen 
that public speaking isn’t exactly his strong suit, so under 
the pressure of a debate, my expectations were low. As the 
entire debate was a mess from both candidates, I don’t 
believe either of them won, but I also don’t believe Biden 
lost. 

Biden looked into the camera and addressed the 
American citizens on multiple occasions throughout the 
debate. I thought this was a great tactic on his part. While 
seemingly tacky at points, he was trying to relate and speak 
to each person sitting at home. In a country with no unity, I 
thought this was really smart. If Biden wants to get the votes 
of both democrats and republicans alike, he is going to have 
to relate to each in some way. 

Trump seemed to be angered by this tactic and 

potentially intimidated. As Biden was speaking to the 
Americans at home, Trump continually interrupted Biden 
in the background. For the most part, Biden seemed to stay 
calm and continue speaking with some great quotes thrown 
in here and there such as, “Will you shut up man” and “You 
are president of screwing things up… you’re the worst 
president America ever had.” 

While I found there to be many problematic things 
coming out of Trump’s mouth, it was his lack of respect for 
the process that was truly uncanny. He showed no respect 
for the moderator or the democratic process by which our 
country depends on. He went over his time, had outbursts 
of comments during Biden’s allotted speaking time, and 
argued with the moderator on multiple occasions.

Not only did Trump show that he believed he was better 
than the debate by his actions, he also verbally was unable to 
tell white supremacy groups to stand down. 

Wallace asked Trump if he was “willing to condemn 
white suppremist groups and militia groups and to say that 
they need to stand down and not add to the violence…” 
to which Trump seemed to have a hard time answering. 
Instead of saying white supremacy groups shouldn’t be 
violent, he told the Proud Boys to “stand back and stand by.” 
It is unbelievable to me that these words came out of the 
mouth of the President of the United States. In his response 
he also stated that le# wing extremist groups are the actual 
problem. Trump’s inability to condem white supremacy and 
say all people should be treated equally makes me whole 
heartedly believe that Trump acknowledged his followers 
agree with white supremacy. In condemning it, he knows he 
would lose supporters.

Trump was also le# with the question of his health care 
plan. While constantly criticizing Obamacare since he 
stepped into o&ce, Trump just recently released his own 
in an executive order. !e Trump Administration has 

continually taken steps to dismantle the A$ordable Care Act 
without creating their own better and cheaper health care 
plan that was promised when he took o&ce. 

One of the scariest things about watching the debate 
was seeing how easily Trump can lie. He lies in the same 
tone and style as when he is telling the truth which is what 
makes it so chilling. An example of this was when he was 
discussing his federal income taxes. 

In late September, !e New York Times revealed Trump’s 
concealed tax records. His taxes showed that he paid $750 
federal income taxes the year he became president and an 
additional $750 the year a#er. In the previous 10 years he 
did not pay any. While this being legal or ethical is up for 
debate, the Times con%rmed this and the reason being due 
to Trump’s %nancial losses in those years. During the debate 
Trump said, “I’ve paid millions of dollars in taxes… millions 
of dollars in income tax”. 

!is statement really took me for surprise, not by what he 
was saying, but by how con%dently he voiced this while it 
being completely false. A#er convincing the nation that the 
media is full of lies and fake news, a highly reputable news 
source hands us the truth and many American’s don’t take it 
because an orange man in a debate said so. (An orange man 
who happens to be a diabolical genius I mean.)

A#er continuing on to mask shame Biden by mocking 
him saying he always sees Biden in a mask, Trump ironically 
tested positive for the virus just days later. When discussing 
environmental issues, President Trump accidentally said 
the exact opposite of his administration when discussing 
relaxed fueling economy standards and the environment. 

!e constant arguing, contradictions, and lack of 
substance made for a very exhausting debate for everyone 
watching at home.

Emma Friedman
Sta" Writer
emma.friedman@spartans.ut.edu
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"As the entire debate 
was a mess from both 
candidates, I don’t 
believe either of 

them won."
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Starting on October %rst at eight in the morning, the 
Tampa International Airport started doing COVID-19 
tests for passengers traveling to and from Tampa. !e 
airport is the %rst in the country to o$er rapid testing to 
all of its travelers.

Two di$erent kinds of tests are being o$ered. !e %rst 
is an antigen test that, according to BayCare, is most 
accurate within the %rst %ve days of symptom onset. It 
gives results on site in about an hour and costs $57. 

!e second is the polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test. 
It’s more thorough, but must be done three days before 
travel, and costs $125. On the BayCare website, there is 
a table that maps out the day you should come in before 
your travel date in order to get results back in time.

Testing is only o$ered to travelers coming through TPA. 
Travelers must bring proof of "ight and a credit card for 
payment; no insurance claims can be processed here. !e 
PCR test requires a nasopharyngeal swab — which is the 
kind of swab that goes deep into nasal passages — and the 

antigen test requires a regular, less invasive nasal swab. 
!e testing sites are open every day from 8 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m.

O$ering testing to travelers is a great idea in theory. 
If a traveller is going towards a place with COVID-19 
restrictions, a clean test can clear them to visit. Testing 
negative a#er landing can give travelers peace of mind if 
going to visit older, at-risk relatives. And of course, it can 
prevent the spread of the virus if travelers quarantine a#er 
testing positive.

On the other hand, there is nothing preventing a 
passenger from hopping onto an airplane a#er it’s 
con%rmed that they’re infected. Although cases have to be 
reported to the Florida Department of Health, BayCare 
just states that passengers who test positive are only 
“highly encouraged to cancel all travel plans.” But again, 
there is no real mandate to do so. I also doubt that the 
testing at the airport will be used as much as it should be 
because of the price.

Florida has relaxed measures against COVID-19, 
including restaurant and bar restrictions to be li#ed, 
and no %nes against people who refuse to wear a mask. 
Because of this, I’m not surprised that nothing will really 

happen if a passenger "ying through the Tampa Airport 
tests positive for COVID-19.

I think the best thing to do would be for airlines to 
o$er refunds for those who test positive a#er entering 
the airport. No one wants to miss out on hundreds of 
dollars by not getting on a "ight they’ve already paid 
for. Airplanes are so con%ned, with recycled air running 
throughout. An infected passenger could be putting the 
people around them at risk.

Since there aren’t many airlines who will refund 
passengers hours before a "ight, the best thing you can do 
personally, if you are able, is to look into an airline that 
allows you to keep the credit of the "ight you had to cancel 
for a future "ight, like Southwest. 

Other than that, make sure you do your due diligence at 
social distancing and isolation as much as possible before 
you need to travel. Plan it out before you book. You never 
know who you’re traveling with and what underlying 
conditions they might have. 

Testing at the airport is a good start, but it can’t be 
where COVID-19 prevention stops.

Madeline McCarthy
Sta" Writer
madeline.mccarthy@spartans.ut.edu

Photos courtesy of Pixabay & Wikimedia Commons
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If you’re a student looking for a way to stay active, 
competitive, and meet new people, you might want 
to take a look into club sports here !e University of 
Tampa. Club teams on campus have started back up and 
there are various amounts of teams to look into. While 
students on campus return to practicing with their teams 
once again, of course there has been some alterations due 
to the current COVID- 19 pandemic. 

“Club sports have made some signi"cant adjustments 
to be proactive about COVID-19,” said Josh McElwee, 
senior student coordinar for club sports, and captain 
of the Roller Hockey team. “Since we are aligned 
with athletics in a lot of ways, we have postponed all 
competitions until the spring semester and are only 
allowing practices.”

McElwee explained that each club that chose to 
proceed with practices this semester are required to 
submit a “Return To Play” plan which outlined the 
precautionary measures each member of the club 
would be taking to protect themselves and others from 
transmitting the virus. Once approved by Campus 
Recreation and other UT administrators, supervisors are 
informed of each club’s plan and mandated to enforce the 
precautionary measures they outlined at their practices. 

“A majority of our clubs are currently practicing,” 
said McElww. “On campus clubs include the men’s and 

women’s soccer, "eld hockey, volleyball, and tennis 
while many of our o# campus clubs continue to practice 
and prepare for the (hopeful) rebound of the Spring 
semester.”

UT club sports do face the challenge of being at a 
smaller university with fewer students, so if you are 
someone who loved to play sports and compete but 
decided not to play at a collegiate level, UT club may be 
the program you’re looking for. 

“It gives students who played these sports in high 
school or throughout their childhood the opportunity 
to continue to do so in a structured setting,” said Brinn 
Davis, senior and fellow founder of the UT club swim 
team. “I receive many emails of both prospective and 
current students wishing to join our team because they 
had swam their entire life and wanted to continue to do 
so in college, but in a low stress environment. I believe 
that the club sports program o#ers an environment for 
students to continue their passion for sports, as well as 
creating a place for students to meet and connect with 
others who have the same interests.”

“Club sports programs are a great way for UT students 
to diversify themselves,” said Ethan Myers, a junior on 
the club golf team. “Having these organizations allow 
us to continue our passion for sports within a fun and 
competitive environment. Not everyone can be a varsity 
athlete, but these clubs allow us to remain well-rounded 
individuals.” 

Unfortunately most club’s tryouts have passed because 
they occurred within a week or two upon practices being 

approved by the school. However, McElwee suggested 
that students could still reach out to club president’s or 
o$cers to see if they will hold a late tryout. 

“When we have new people come try out, we keep 
it basic and just see what they can do and what kind of 
shape they are in along with where they are with their 

weight,” said Alexander Greco, senior and president of 
the club wrestling team. Currently the wrestling club is 
not practicing this semester due to their season being 
cancelled. 

Over his time at UT, McElwee and his fellow club 
sports council saw UT club sports increase from 10 
club sports to 21. Many clubs have been invited or 
quali"ed for national championships before and many 
are hoping to travel and compete for national titles 
down the road when they can begin to compete again. 

For now, club teams will continue to ease back into 
training while looking ahead to hopefully competing 
next semester. For more information about club teams 
and contact, visit https://www.ut.edu/campus-life/
recreation/club-sports.
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As COVID-19 continues to show its presence in the sports 
world in both !e University of Tampa community and 
worldwide, the American Collegiate Hockey Association (ACHA) 
made the announcement that they would postpone the Fall 2020 
season. 

On !ursday, Oct. 1, the ACHA announced that the fall 2020 
season would be postponed until January, despite the recent news 
of UT club sports returning this Fall. 

“Due to the continuing impact of COVID-19, the American 
Collegiate Hockey Association has decided to postpone all 
events in the fall 2020 season until January,” stated the ACHA 
website. !is directly impacts the UT men’s hockey team, who has 
competed in the ACHA since. 

!e Spartans had a dominant 2020 Spring season before the 
pandemic was announced in March, as they were ranked "rst 
in their division, going 23-7. Having to wait until January was a 
devastating hit to the Spartans who have been preparing all o#-
season to return to play. 

“It was upsetting to hear because the restrictions in Florida 
were looking good up until a month before school,” said UT 
Goalie Joe Bagi. “We thought we could have a "rst semester start 
until the second wave of COVID hung around and the season had 
to keep being pushed back.” 

Bagi and the team are still positive and hopeful that the 
Spartans will be able to have a successful season a%er an o#season 
of uncertainty, where they were le% in limbo of whether or not 
they would be playing. 

!e team has not been allowed to have organized practices 
yet, but players are doing everything they can to stay in shape, 
including participating in pickup games across the area. !e 
Spartans hope that they can safely return to limited practice 
within the next month, according to assistant coach Lance 
Tackett. 

!e Spartans' success of last season was cut short in the Spring 
right before they were set to compete at Nationals. !is season, 
the Spartans are determined to get back to Nationals and compete 
for a championship. 

“Last season was cut short two weeks before our trip to 
Nationals in Dallas so one of our goals for this season is to earn 
another Nationals and make a run for the championship,” said 
Bagi. 

One thing that the Spartans are looking forward to building is 
chemistry amongst each other, since they haven’t been on the ice 
with each other collectively since the COVID shut down. 

“!ere’s de"nitely going to be an adjustment and it’s gonna 
take a practice or two for us to get our legs back under us,” said 
defenseman Billy Cody. “I’m looking forward to getting back 
out there and seeing all the guys. !ings have been anything but 
normal, so getting back on the ice with everyone will feel like 
things are, somewhat, back to normal.”

!e ACHA has not released any more details regarding when 
exactly in January the season will start or a schedule for the teams. 
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By Matteo Herrera

Lakers Attribute NBA 
Finals Win to Kobe 
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“I want 
my damn 

respect too,” 
-LeBron James
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An NBA season unlike any other, has come to an 
end. 

!e Los Angeles Lakers are champions once again. 
LeBron James scored 28 points, 14 rebounds, and 
ten assists to beat the Miami Heat, 106-93 in game 
six to clinch the organization's 17th NBA title, tying 
the record.

“I want my damn respect too,” said LeBron James 
in a postgame interview with ,!.@?

!e last time the Lakers won the Larry O'Brien 
Trophy was with Kobe Bryant and Pau Gasol leading 
the franchise to a second straight championship a 
decade ago.

Since tipo#, Los Angeles took control of the ball 
game, having a 10-0 run in the "rst quarter against 
a tired Miami Heat team. Miami wasn't able to "ght 
their way back into the game; they were outscored 
36-16 in the second quarter. !e Lakers had a 
28-point hal%ime lead. It was the second-largest in 
NBA Finals history.

Heat player Goran Dragic made a surprise return 
in game six a%er missing the other Finals games 
due to a torn plantar fascia. He was seen crying 
before round 5 of the NBA "nals in the shootaround 
because he couldn't play. He was only able to score 
"ve points with "ve rebounds o# of 19 minutes from 
the bench. Fellow Heat teammate Bam Adebayo 
scored 25 points, ten rebounds, "ve assists, and two 
blocks, who also sustained an injury in game one of 
the "nals su#ering a le% shoulder strain and a neck 
strain. Jimmy Butler, however, wasn't able to play 
hero as he has been throughout the "nals. He ended 
the game with 12 points, eight assists, and seven 
rebounds. 

Jimmy Butler 
became the "rst 
player to outscore, 
outbound, and out-
assist LeBron James 
in an NBA Finals 
game, including 
James teammates 
throughout the 
years. In game 
three, the All-star 
forward scored 40 
points, 13 assists, 
and 11 rebounds. 
His 40-point triple-
double was only 
the third in Finals 
history. He scored 
26 points in the 
paint in game 3; only 
Shaquille O'Neal and 
LeBron James scored 

more in the paint during a Finals game in the last 
20 years. Butler and the Heat were also able to stop 
the Lakers in round "ve, while Los Angeles wore 
the Kobe Bryant dedicated Black Mamba jerseys. 
!e Lakers have been undefeated throughout the 
playo#s while wearing the jerseys. 

"You're hearing how they're putting the black 
jerseys on and how they haven't lost a game in those, 
and people start talking about it, that is motivation, 
and it's always going to get under your skin a little 
bit," said Miami Heat player Jae Crowder on A9/##'
!"#$%&B? 

On the other side, LeBron James surpassed 
John Stockton for 2nd-most playo# assists in 
NBA playo# history during the Finals series. He 
was also awarded his "rst Wheaties box alongside 
his I Promise School students. A%er game six, 
LeBron became the NBA's all-time leader in playo# 
games played with 260 games. With the NBA 
Championship, LeBron James is the unanimous 
winner of the 2020 Bill Russell NBA Finals MVP 
Award, earning his fourth in his career. James 
averaged 29.8 points, 11.8 rebounds, and 8.5 assists 
during the Finals series. 

"When we put those jerseys on, we for sure play 
with extra energy and e#ort, because we know we 
can't lose in those jerseys, if we lose in those jerseys, 
we feel like we're letting him down," said Lakers 
player Anthony Davis interviewed by !"#$%&)(+%($'
speaking about the Black Mamba jerseys honoring 
Kobe Bryant. 

!e Lakers championship run had a impactful 
start to the year 2020 due to the tragic death of 
Kobe Bryant on January 26th in a helicopter crash 
that killed him, his daughter Gigi, and others in Los 
Angeles. !e Lakers held a pregame ceremony to 

honor Bryant's death before their "rst game back 
since the tragedy. !ey held a moment of silence, 
then LeBron James had some words, "in the words 
of Kobe Bryant, 'Mamba Out,' but in terms of us, 
'Not Forgotten,' live on brother," to the Los Angeles 
crowd attending the ceremony. 

!ere were multiple reminders of Kobe 
throughout their season, starting with James 
replicating Kobe's windmill dunk. !ey look 
identical in this move. LeBron wore a Bryant jersey 
on his way to game four of round one against 
the Portland Trailblazers on Monday, Aug. 24, 
celebrating Mamba day 8/24. He wore the number 
24 on his "nger wrap and the number 24 and 
eight on his shoe. In that game, the Lakers had a 
24-8 lead in the "rst quarter. In round two of the 
Western Conference Finals, Anthony Davis hits a 
game-winning shot while wearing the Kobe 5 shoes, 
wearing the black Mamba jersey, and a%er knocking 
the game-winner, A.D. screamed, "Kobe!" 

!"#$%&'()*$&+,$&+%-.$/01&-22&
3$&3-)+$/&+4&/4&3-'&/4&(+&
54%&,(61&3$&/(/)7+&2$+

,(6&/43)1!&
said Anthony Davis post-game interview of game 

six of the "nals, "I know he is looking down on us 
proud of us, I know Vanessa Bryant is proud of us, 
the organization is proud of us, it means a lot to us."
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